
 

 
July 1, 2018 

 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
In case you didn’t notice, we’re already half way through this year.  How time flies!  But then 
that shouldn’t surprise us.  
 
In fact … Os Guinness, in his incredibly insightful book … Impossible People, observes: “As 
humans, we are both time bound and time torn.  We always have been, and we always will 
be. We no longer live by the rhythms of nature and the seasons, but by the clock.” 
 
Today, we live in a world of instant gratification, as well as a world that provides countless 
conveniences, which of course makes life more comfortable.  But it is also a world of constant 
overload.  As Guinness reminds us, “We may have conquered space and shrunk geography, 
straddling the world in hours rather than days … but we have not conquered time, and our 
time saving has turned into our time slaving.  In our restless haste we have also 
obliterated the gap between one thing and the next thing so that our breaking news, our 
emails, our phone calls, our texts and our to-do lists come faster and more crowded than ever.” 
 
Wow!  That seems to capture the “curse of our age” doesn’t it?  By the way … have you noticed 
how often we respond to the question, “How are you doing?” with the familiar refrain … “busy”! 
 
I know I fall into that trap.  And is it any wonder that with all of that “busyness”, we tend to lose 
track of time, and easily become enslaved to trying to “fit it all in”.   
 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could once again recapture the essence of living life by the 
“rhythms of nature and the seasons”?   Imagine how much LESS stress we would experience, 
and how much more life would resonate with meaning, purpose, and fulfillment.  
 
Consider these words of “wisdom” from Solomon in the Book of Ecclesiastes: 
 

“I have seen what is best for people to do on earth:  
They should eat, drink, and enjoy the work they have during their short time here.  

God has given them these few days, and that is all they have. 
If God gives some people wealth, property, and the power to enjoy those things,  

they should enjoy them. They should accept the things they have and enjoy their work—
that is a gift from God. People don’t have many years to live,  

so they must remember these things all their life.  
God will keep them busy with the work they love to do.” 

Ecclesiastes 5:18-20 (ERV) 
 
My prayer for you and me is that we would learn to slow down … enjoy our beautiful 
surroundings … and allow God to “refresh” our most cherished relationships.  
 
Yours for reaching the marketplace. 
Carl  
 


